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USMISSION NATO 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 2699 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NL 

SUBJECT: CHOICE OF F-16 REKINDLES DISSENSION WITHIN 
LABOR PARTY 

1. ANNOUNCEMENT THAT DUTCH CABINET HAD DECIDED TO 
PURCHASE F-16 FIGHER AIRCRAFT, PROVIDED OTHER THREE 
CONSORTIUM MEMBERS ALSO DO SO, HAS REKINDLED FEUD 
BETWEEN DEFENSE MINISTER VREDELING AND HIS LABOR PARTY 
COLLEAGUES IN PARLIAMENT. (VREDELING HAS MADE IT CLEAR 
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CONSORTIUM CHOOSING SAME AIRCRAFT. IF THE BELGIANS DO 
NOT DO SO, THE DUTCH WILL MAKE COMPLETE REVIEW OF MATTER.) 

2. LABOR PARLIAMENTARY LEADER VAN THUN AND THE LABOR 
DEFENSE SPECIALIST IN PARLIAMENT, DANKERT, HAVE BOTH 
PUBLICLY ATTACKED THE DECISION WHICH IS TO BE DEBATED IN 
PARLIAMENT ON JUNE 5. VAN THIJN AND DANKERT CONTINUE TO 
ARGUE THAT THE F-16 IS A MUCH MORE SOPHISTICATED AIRCRAFT 
THAN NEEDED TO FULFILL DUTCH REQUIREMENTS AND THAT A 
SIMPLER, LESS EXPENSIVE FIGHTER SUCH AS THE BRITISH 
JAGUAR WOULD BE SUFFICIENT. 

3. THE PARLIAMENT HAS ALREADY APPROVED THE DEFENSE BUDGET 
WHICH INCLUDES FUNDS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE F-104 

AND PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL OF THE CABINET’S CHOICE OF 
THE F-16 IS NOT REQUIRED. ALTHOUGH PARLIAMENT HAS THE 
POWER TO FORCE THE RESIGNATION OF THE WHOLE CABINET OR OF 
AN INDIVIDUAL MINISTER BY A VOTE OF NO-CONFIDENCE, THIS 
IS NOT LIKELY TO OCCUR ON THIS ISSUE SINCE THE OTHER 
MAJOR PARTIES IN THE PRESENT COALITION, THE CATHOLIC 
AND ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES, AS WELL AS THE PRINCIPAL 
PARTIES NOW IN OPPOSITION SUPPORT THE CABINET’S DECISION. 

4. HOWEVER, THE CONFLICT IS ALREADY CAUSING CONSIDERABLE 
STRAIN WITHIN THE LABOR PARTY AND PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL'S 
ABILITIES AS CONCILIATOR WILL AGAIN THE TRIED NEXT WEEK 
DURING THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THIS ISSUE. 
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